/\ WATER
WATCH
UK ..oms
Waterwatch Southend Community Meeting Minutes
Date: Monday 21 July 2025

Time: 18:30 - 19:30
Location: Leigh Sailing Club

Minutes (60 Minutes)

Date: 21 July 2025
Location: Leigh Sailing Club
Chair: Daniella Boon

1. Welcome and Purpose

e Daniella welcomed attendees and explained how to access agendas and minutes via

the Waterwatch Southend page:https://waterwatchuk.org/southend-on-sea/ .

e The meeting focused on forming a Community Committee to run Water Quality
Summits and local engagement work.

e Brief update on the Independent Water Commission report, strong emphasis on
involving communities, aligning with Waterwatch’s approach.

2. Waterwatch UK Update

e Charity application submitted. Objects confirmed:

1. Advance education and awareness around water quality.
2. Improve public understanding of wastewater management and responsible
parties.
e All key governance documents discussed at the meeting are available at:
https://waterwatchuk.org/governance/ Additional documents will be added to this
page in the coming weeks.

3. Community Committee: Structure and Purpose

e Purpose:
o Represent local voices
o Coordinate Waterwatch activities
o Inform national trustees of local issues

e Structure:
o 3-9 members
o Roles: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Outreach Lead (optional)
o 1-year terms, renewable

e Appointment:


https://waterwatchuk.org/southend-on-sea/
https://waterwatchuk.org/governance/
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o Open to registered Waterwatch Southend members (aged 16+, connected to
Southend)
o Self-nomination followed by community vote

Outcome: Several attendees showed interest in joining; there was sufficient support to
proceed.

4. Membership Overview

e One option:

o Community Member: Voting rights, can propose agenda items, stand for
committee.
Free to join, renew annually.
Participation in community panel meetings is open to all. Volunteers and supporters
may attend and take part in activities but do not hold voting rights.
e Stakeholders (e.g. MPs, water companies, EA) can attend as non-voting participants.

5. Meetings and Decision-Making

Quarterly Water Summits to continue

Local planning meetings and open community forums

Minimum 50% of committee must attend Summits

Decisions by majority vote

Minutes to be published within 10 days; agendas to be shared at least 5 days in
advance

e Code of Conduct in place for all meetings

6. Outreach and Engagement

e Broad discussion on reaching:
o Older people and offline communities
o Local groups, schools, family centres
o Local businesses and residents' associations

o Street WhatsApp groups
o Working with Southend BeachCare, Leigh Town Council, and others
o Offering presentations to councils and community groups

7. Waterwatch Day Recap

Held on 28 June 2025 at Chalkwell Beach

250+ engagements, 14 volunteers, strong public interest

Pledges made to stop using “flushable” wipes and report pollution
Need for broader public visibility and engagement discussed
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8. Outstanding Issues and Prior Summit Commitments

e Attendees raised concerns about:

Lack of follow up from the MP led June Water Quality Summit
No formal minutes or updates shared
Key Anglian Water commitments that still have not been addressed from the
4th summit:
m Bringing forward targets on storm overflows
m Year-round water testing
m Addressing false positives in data

e Consensus: Waterwatch Southend Committee should press ahead regardless of
delays from MPs or Anglian Water.

9. Next Steps

e Action 1: Launch online membership form and expression of interest for committee
roles. Members can include a short bio for nomination. DANIELLA by 4th August
2025

e Action 2: Notify relevant parties (e.g. MPs, Anglian Water) that the Southend group
is moving ahead with forming the Committee before the next Summit. DANIELLA - by
end of this week

e Action 3: Confirm date for next community meeting and committee vote (likely end of
September before Labour Party Conference). DANIELLA by end of this week

10. Closing Reflections

e Strong energy and agreement to continue community-led work.
e Attendees reiterated the need for:

o Clear objectives and accountability

o Pressure on authorities to meet prior commitments

o Practical local education efforts
e Multiple offers of support for outreach, education, and events.



	Waterwatch Southend Community Meeting Minutes 
	Minutes (60 Minutes) 

