
                                                                                           

Waterwatch Southend Community Water 
Quality Summit ​
Leigh Sailing Club​
13th February 2026​
Attendance (Speakers Recorded) 

●​ Anna Firth – Chair 
●​ Daniella Boon – Founder, Waterwatch UK 
●​ David Burton-Sampson MP 
●​ Bill Taylor – Deputy Chair 
●​ Peter Lovett – Shoeburyness Residents Association 
●​ Naomi Cox 
●​ Cllr Lydia Hyde – Southend City Council 
●​ Robin Price – Director of Quality and Environment, Anglian Water 
●​ Jonathan Durham – Head of Environmental Outcomes, Anglian Water 
●​ John Brewington – A-WINEP Lead, Anglian Water 
●​ Molly Tucker – Anglian Water 
●​ Multiple residents (names recorded where stated) 

Environment Agency: Apologies (statement previously provided). 

1. Opening of Meeting 
Anna Firth (Chair) opened the meeting at approximately 09:16 

She welcomed attendees to the first officially recognised community-led Waterwatch 
Southend Water Summit, noting that this is believed to be the first such model in the 
country. 

Recognition of Leadership 

Anna formally acknowledged: 

●​ Daniella Boon, Founder of Waterwatch UK, for over three years of sustained 
leadership and coordination across nine summits. 

●​ The newly formed Community Committee: 
○​ Bill Taylor – Deputy Chair 
○​ Peter Lovett – Chair, Shoeburyness Residents Association 
○​ Naomi Cox 
○​ Marcelle Baum (absent due to illness) 

She thanked: 



                                                                                           
●​ David Burton-Sampson MP for attending. 

Anna reiterated the summit principles: 

●​ Non-party political. 
●​ Focused solely on improving water quality outcomes. 
●​ Designed to hold water companies, regulators and stakeholders accountable. 
●​ Aiming for measurable improvements starting in Southend. 

Housekeeping confirmed: 

●​ Meeting recorded via Otter AI. 
●​ Minutes to be published within 10 days. 
●​ Access via Waterwatch UK website and QR code. 

2. Adoption of Previous Minutes 
Minutes from the October 2025 meeting were proposed and seconded 

●​ Proposed by Chair. 
●​ Seconded by Peter Lovett. 
●​ Approved without objection. 

3. Matters Arising 
Two key items were highlighted: 

1.​ Update requested from MP’s office regarding fortnightly discharge data collation. 
2.​ Confirmation from Anglian Water that the 2030 ecological target (5 years ahead of 

government requirement) remains on track. 

Anglian Water confirmed continued alignment with the 2030 target. 

4. Parliamentary Update 
David Burton-Sampson MP 

David addressed three key areas. 

A. Wet Wipes Legislation 

●​ Ban on plastic wet wipes enacted 12 November. 
●​ Enforcement from 19 May. 
●​ Ongoing pressure for: 

○​ Adjournment debate. 
○​ 10 Minute Rule Bill. 

●​ Potential inclusion in forthcoming Water Reform Bill. 



                                                                                           
B. Water White Paper Reform 

Outlined key reforms: 

●​ Strengthened regulator. 
●​ No-notice inspections. 
●​ Executive bonus restrictions. 
●​ Mandatory infrastructure health checks. 
●​ Fines to fund infrastructure improvement. 
●​ Ownership model unchanged (renationalisation ruled out). 

C. Monitoring and Local Data 

MP’s office now: 

●​ Monitoring E. coli levels weekly. 
●​ Monitoring CSO discharges weekly. 
●​ Producing monthly reports. 
●​ Meeting Anglian Water bi-monthly. 

Concern raised: 

●​ No E. coli data published after 13 September. 
●​ Several CSO monitors offline. 

5. Questions to MP 

Kim Hall – Thorpe Bay Residents Association 

Raised: 

●​ Inflation-linked debt burden within water companies. 
●​ Concern about planning reform reducing water company objection powers. 

David Burton-Sampson agreed to review and revert. 

Robin Price – Director of Water Recycling & Environmental Performance, 
Anglian Water 

Confirmed: 

●​ Plastic wipe ban welcomed. 
●​ Commissioning economic research into a full wet wipe ban. 
●​ EDM monitor uptime regulated at >97%. 

 
Simon (Southend Green Party) 



                                                                                           
Questioned absence of public ownership in reforms. 

MP reiterated cost barriers to renationalisation. 

Raymond Joyce 

Proposed converting fines into equity stakes rather than financial penalties. 

MP noted as policy consideration. 

6. Anglian Water Presentation 
Presenters 

John Brewington – A-WINEP Lead 

●​ Leona (surname unclear in recording) 
●​ Jonathan Glerum – Head of Environmental Outcomes 

A short explanatory industry video was shown, covering: 

●​ Victorian combined sewer infrastructure. 
●​ Purpose of storm overflows (prevent internal flooding). 
●​ Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). 
●​ Flood risk versus pollution balance. 

John emphasised: 

●​ CSOs are passive overflow protections. 
●​ Removing them without replacement infrastructure would increase internal flooding 

risk. 
●​ Investment focus now shifting toward retrofit SuDS solutions. 

7. Gully Cleansing and Drainage 

Paul Gilson 

Highlighted blocked gullies across Leigh contributing to flooding. 

Cllr Lydia Hyde – Southend City Council 

Confirmed: 

●​ Gully cleansing removed from waste contract and reassigned to highways. 
●​ Recovery programme underway. 
●​ Structural issues being identified. 
●​ Ward-level schedules to be provided to councillors. 



                                                                                           

8. Planning and Growth 
Jonathan Glerum explained 

●​ Anglian Water is not a statutory consultee for individual planning applications. 
●​ Is statutory consultee for Local Plans. 
●​ Uses: 

○​ Objections. 
○​ Grampian conditions. 
○​ Sustainable point-of-connection requirements. 

Mount Bovers development: 

●​ Objected due to network capacity concerns. 

Capacity position: 

●​ Current WRC capacity sufficient for existing Local Plan. 
●​ Future housing allocations unknown. 
●​ Alignment improving between water business planning cycles and Local Plan cycles. 

9. Q&A Session 

Kim Hall 

Raised three areas: 

●​ £104m retrofit SuDS timeline. 
●​ Programme flexibility. 
●​ Governance oversight. 

John Brewington responded: 

●​ 2050 compliance measured on 10-year rolling basis. 
●​ Regulator oversight via hydraulic modelling. 
●​ Detailed zonal plans to be presented at next summit. 
●​ Programme delivery vehicle newly established. 

10. Grease & Restaurant Waste 

Peter Lovett 

Raised grease management and licensing controls. 

Cllr Hyde to raise with the relevant portfolio holder. 



                                                                                           
Anglian Water confirmed stepped-up enforcement on sewer misuse. 

11. Blue Flag Status & Bathing Water 

Shah Haider 

Raised: 

●​ Loss of Blue Flag at Westcliff and Shoebury. 
●​ Lack of clarity on causation. 

Discussion covered: 

●​ Heavy rainfall impacts. 
●​ DNA source tracking. 
●​ Bird and dog contamination. 
●​ Cost of DNA testing (~£1,000 per sample). 

Consensus: 

●​ Need improved source identification. 
●​ Aim to restore Excellent classification and Blue Flag status. 

12. Growth & Flood Risk 

Peter Lovett 

Concern over: 

●​ 100,000+ homes regionally. 
●​ River Shoe flood risk. 
●​ Garrison vulnerability. 
●​ Land displacement impacts. 

Anglian Water reiterated: 

●​ Objections issued where drainage insufficient. 
●​ The Lead Local Flood Authority also holds responsibility. 

13. Southend Against Sewage Presentation 
Shah Haider 

Reflected on: 

●​ Growth from first summit (2022, 13 attendees). 
●​ Strength of community movement. 



                                                                                           
●​ Acknowledged cross-party and stakeholder engagement. 
●​ Thanked Anglian Water for engagement despite robust questioning. 

14. Stakeholder Reflections from Community and 
Business Representatives 

14.1 Marc Miller - Stockvale Group (Adventure Island) 

Marc Miller provided a business perspective on the importance of water quality to 
Southend’s visitor economy and civic reputation. 

He emphasised that: 

●​ Clean bathing waters are essential for tourism, local businesses and public 
confidence 

●​ Businesses rely on clear, accurate information regarding water quality 
●​ Collaborative working between authorities, industry and the community is critical 

Marc Miller welcomed the opportunity for businesses to participate directly in the summit 
process and expressed support for continued engagement. 

14.2 Paul Gilson - President, National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations; 
Leigh Town Councillor 

Paul Gilson provided a reflection on the progression of the Water Quality Summit process 
over time. 

He stated that this summit was, in his view, the most constructive to date, noting that: 

●​ A substantial amount of information had been provided by participating organisations 
●​ The tone had shifted significantly compared to earlier meetings 
●​ Previous hostility and frustration had largely subsided 
●​ Participants were listening to one another more effectively 
●​ There was now a shared sense of direction 

He emphasised that the remaining challenge lies not in recognising the problem, but in 
determining the most effective way to achieve improvement in water quality. 

His remarks were received positively by attendees and were noted as evidence of improved 
stakeholder engagement. 
 
KEY THEMES 



                                                                                           
●​ Legislative reform underway but incomplete. 
●​ Wet wipes reform is progressing. 
●​ Housing growth remains a structural risk. 
●​ Blue Flag recovery requires enhanced investigation. 
●​ SuDS retrofit entering implementation stage. 
●​ Regulatory models are evolving but funding cycles remain constrained. 
●​ Community-led model recognised as credible and constructive. 

Downloads: 
●​ Anglian Water Presentation 
●​ Environment Agency Presentation 
●​ DEFRA White Paper Jan 2026 

FORMAL ACTION LOG 
Ref Action Owner Deadline Status 

A1 Provide update on fortnightly 
discharge monitoring reports 

David 
Burton-Sampson 
MP 

Next Summit Open 

A2 Clarify reinvestment mechanism 
for fines under Water Reform Bill 

MP’s Office Next Summit Open 

A3 Share link to Water White Paper 
with attendees 

Waterwatch UK Within 7 days Pending 

A4 Present detailed £104m SuDS 
zonal investment maps 

Anglian Water Next Summit Open 

A5 Confirm programme timeline for 
retrofit works 

Anglian Water Next Summit Open 

A6 Provide schedule of gully 
cleansing programme 

Southend City 
Council 

Next Summit Open 

A7 Explore feasibility of expanded 
DNA source tracking 

Anglian Water & 
EA 

Next Summit Open 

A8 Confirm status of River Shoe 
drainage ownership 

Anglian Water / 
EA 

Next Summit Open 

A9 Confirm position on Salvation 
Army field planning consultation 

Anglian Water Written response 
within 4 weeks 

Open 

https://waterwatchuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/AW-Southend-Summit-13th-February-2026.pdf
https://waterwatchuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Environment-Agency-Southend-2026-BW-slides.pptx
https://waterwatchuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Defra_Water_White_Paper_2026__with_correction_slip_.pdf


                                                                                           

A1
0 

Engage with Keep Britain Tidy re 
Blue Flag pathway 

Southend City 
Council 

Next Summit Open 

A11 Circulate recording and minutes 
via Waterwatch website 

Waterwatch UK Within 10 days Pending 

 

REGULATORY & STATUTORY 
COMPLIANCE TRACKER 
This table extracts only statements that create regulatory, statutory, or measurable 
accountability exposure. 

 

Ref Commitment / Position 
Stated 

Organisation Regulatory 
Context 

Verification 
Required 

R1 On track to meet 2030 
ecological storm overflow 
target 

Anglian Water Storm Overflow 
Reduction Plan 

EA verification 

R2 Weekly monitoring of CSO 
& E. coli data 

MP Office Transparency 
oversight 

Monthly report 
publication 

R3 Plastic wet wipes ban 
enacted 

UK 
Government 

National 
legislation 

Enforcement 19 
May 

R4 Fines to be reinvested into 
infrastructure 

UK 
Government 

Water Reform Bill Legislative 
confirmation 

R5 EDM monitor uptime 
maintained >97% 

Anglian Water Ofwat 
performance 
metric 

Ofwat reporting 

R6 Objection lodged to Mount 
Bovers application 

Anglian Water Planning objection Planning file 
review 

R7 Gully cleansing returned to 
highways management 

Southend 
Council 

Local authority 
duty 

Schedule 
publication 

R8 Delivery vehicle 
established for £104m 
SuDS 

Anglian Water AMP regulatory 
cycle 

Programme 
disclosure 



                                                                                           

R9 Sampling resumed after 
winter pause 

Anglian Water Bathing Water 
Directive 

EA data review 

R1
0 

Hydraulic modelling will 
verify 2050 compliance 

Anglian Water 
/ EA 

Environment 
Agency oversight 

EA confirmation 
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