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Waterwatch Southend Community Water
Quality Summit

Sands by the Sea Western Esplanade , Southend-on-Sea
22 May 2026

Chair- Anna Firth

Presenters

David Burton-Sampson MP

Bayo Alaba MP

John Brewington — A-WINEP Lead, Anglian Water
Molly Tucker — Anglian Water

Leona Flanagan — Anglian Water

Shah Haider — Southend Against Sewage

Liz Robinson — Environment Agency

Emily McLean — Port of London Authority

1. Opening of Meeting

Anna Firth opened the meeting and welcomed attendees to the latest Waterwatch Southend Community
Water Quality Summit.

The Chair reflected on the continued growth of the community-led summit model and thanked Adventure
Island for hosting the event. The Chair also informed the meeting that both William Nicholson and
Raymond Joyce had joined the WSCC, and introduced Raymond to the meeting.

Daniella Boon confirmed:

e The meeting was being recorded.
e Minutes would be published via Waterwatch UK.
e Additional stakeholders and Environment Agency representatives would join later in the session.

2. Adoption of Previous Minutes

The February 2026 summit minutes were reviewed.

A clarification was raised by Anglian Water regarding wording within the February minutes relating to the
“2030 ecological target”.

John Brewington stated that:
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e The position is more complex than originally reflected.
e The requirement relates to statutory shellfish water obligations by 2030 rather than Anglian Water
voluntarily moving all ecological targets forward by five years.

The Chair confirmed:

e The recording would be reviewed offline to ensure accuracy.
e The minutes were otherwise accepted subject to clarification.

Minutes proposed and seconded by attendees.

Approved subject to amendment.

3. Parliamentary and Government Update

David Burton-Sampson MP

David Burton-Sampson MP provided updates on:

The Water Restoration Fund

Wet wipe legislation

The Clean Water Bill

Ongoing pollution monitoring work

Water Restoration Fund

David confirmed:

Water company fines are currently funding 51 environmental improvement projects nationally.
The current funding programme runs from 2025 to 2028.

Future funding arrangements beyond 2028 remain unclear.

The proposed Clean Water Bill may formalise future reinvestment of fines into environmental
restoration projects.

Anglian Water representatives confirmed that partnership applications are typically favoured when
accessing such funding.

Wet Wipes and Flushability

David Burton-Sampson confirmed:

e Plastic wet wipes remain subject to forthcoming restrictions.

e Work is underway on a proposed Ten Minute Rule Bill focused on clearer labelling and “do not
flush” messaging.

e Discussions have taken place with Anglian Water to help shape proposals.

Discussion followed regarding:
e Flushable versus biodegradable products



e Public misunderstanding caused by packaging claims
e Concerns regarding “greenwashing”
e The continued environmental impact of supposedly flushable wipes

Richard Longstaff emphasised that biodegradable plastics may still contribute to microplastic pollution.

Clean Water Bill

David Burton-Sampson outlined key proposals within the Clean Water Bill including:

Creation of a new Water Ombudsman

A single integrated water regulator

Stronger powers on pollution and enforcement
Improved customer protections

Smart metering expansion

Stronger infrastructure resilience planning
Sustainable drainage provisions

Enhanced agricultural pollution controls

The MP stated that many reforms previously discussed within the Water Summits are now reflected within
national legislation.

Pollution Data and Monitoring

David Burton-Sampson confirmed:

e Continued bi-monthly meetings with Anglian Water.
e Weekly monitoring of pollution and overflow data by his office.
e Concerns remain regarding inconsistencies between:

o Anglian Water data

o Surfers Against Sewage data

o Sewage Map data

o BeachAware alerts

Examples were provided where apparent overflow activity did not subsequently appear within published
reporting systems.

The MP’s office proposed further collaborative work to improve data transparency and consistency.

Daniella Boon proposed establishing a multi-stakeholder working group to review monitoring
discrepancies and improve public understanding.

Anglian Water reiterated:
e EDM activations do not always represent confirmed spills.

e False activations can occur due to monitoring issues or asset anomalies. ®  Further refinement
of public reporting systems remains necessary.
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Further parliamentary update from Bayo Alaba MP

Met with Emma Harding, Minister for Flooding & Water to discuss banning of wet wipes containing plastic
especially. Enforcement of the ban on wet wipes. How to involve local authorities and Trading Standards
to assist in enforcing a ban. The Chair acknowledged the Minister's engagement on the issue.

4. Bathing Water Monitoring and Seasonal
Status

Discussion took place regarding:

e Bathing water monitoring periods

e Year-round open water swimming

e Environmental health risks

e Potential extension of the bathing water season

Anglian Water and attendees clarified:

e  Official Environment Agency bathing water sampling currently operates between May and
September.

e Event Duration Monitoring (EDM) operates year-round.

e Government consultation is underway regarding potential extension of bathing water seasons.

Concerns were raised that:
e Current legislation does not fully reflect year-round swimming activity.
e Monitoring data remains difficult for the public to interpret.

e Public health messaging requires greater clarity.

The Environment Agency indicated that consultation on reforms remains ongoing.

5. Anglian Water Presentation

Planning, Growth and Infrastructure

John Brewington provided updates on:

e Bournes Green development proposals
e Salvation Army / Hadleigh Farm proposals
e Local network capacity
e Drainage and infrastructure planning

Anglian Water confirmed:
e No objection currently exists to the Bournes Green development due to available treatment

capacity.
e No formal planning consultation has yet been received regarding the Salvation Army proposals.



/\ WATER
WATCH

@UKM

The Chair noted that:

e Previous summit action points requested formal clarification from Anglian Water regarding these
developments.
e The current position reflects ongoing planning processes rather than final determinations.

6. Shellfish Waters, Bathing Waters and
Investment Obligations

Anglian Water presented detailed information regarding:

AMPS8 investment programmes
Shellfish water obligations
Bathing water quality targets
Ecological standards

Event Duration Monitoring

Key points included:

Statutory Targets

Anglian Water confirmed:

e Statutory targets currently require:
o Maximum two spills during bathing water season

o Maximum ten spills annually for relevant assets
e These obligations are part of national legislation and regulatory frameworks.

Shellfish Water Classification

Discussion focused heavily on:

e Shellfish water protections across the Southend coastline
e Human health impacts versus ecological impacts
e Bacteriological monitoring standards

Anglian Water explained:

Existing modelling indicates some shellfish water targets may not be achievable solely through water
industry investment. There being a difference between bacteriological health for shellfish and the
environmental driver of the target of 75% of CSOs by 2030.

e Regulatory investment processes only permit customer funding where direct water industry impact
can be demonstrated.

Questions were raised by attendees regarding:

e Regulatory accountability



e Environmental versus ecological classifications

° Public understanding of standards

) Concern was raised by attendees that swimmers may face greater risk outside the bathing
season because different spill thresholds apply.

Daniella Boon noted repeated concerns from residents regarding the complexity of technical language and
requested clearer communication moving forward.

Molly Tucker of Anglian Water presented as the expert on Shellfish and its associated issues.

Further modelling is needed in respect of Coastal CSOs. A company called Intertect will assist modelling
to help identify bacteria input

The Council can apply for year round bathing designation and then the 2 spill rule would apply the year
round.

It was clarified that the Shellfish areas and Bathing Water areas overlap
Discussion concerned the difference between Environmental and Ecological

During the meeting Councillor Cheryl Nevin arrived to introduce herself as the Portfolio Holder for Civic
Pride although she could not confirm she was responsible for Environment. She then left.

Environment Agency Presentation by Liz Robinson, Area Environment Manager

Liz Robinson presented bathing water performance data covering the previous four-year rolling period,
based on WHO research methodology, regarding the 2025 bathing water results. Continuing to measure
additional monitoring at surface water outflows throughout the bathing season with 5 local bathing waters
eligible for Pollution Risk Forecasts (PRF). Those being Shoebury East, Southend Jubilee, Southend
Three Shells, Southend Chalkwell, and Lee Bell Wharf. These selections are based on pure data collected
from the various models, but the data includes various inputs (wind direction, tidal movements etc),
although Liz suggested there is potential to get more of the local beaches on additional monitoring through
the PRF mechanism.

The Environment Agency presentation noted that local bathing water quality classifications are currently
rated as 'Good'".

Prittlebrook
Question raised ref Prittlebrook and Liz provided details of challenges relating to riparian ownership. For
example in some cases its Southend Council, or it is Network Rail etc;.

The chair suggested that a site inspection be carried out to really try to grip the issues relating to the two
sites mentioned Prittlebrook and close to Stock Road.

In answer to a question concerning a pipe feeding Prittlebrook that reported to contain elevated levels of
E. coli and is close to the treatment works Amanda Parkes of Anglian Water stated the pipe concerned is
not an AW asset

The issue of when the bathing season starts was raised, it is 15 May and the point made that in reality the
both locals and tourists are bathing much earlier as the climate changes.

Shah Haider from Southend Against Sewage provided an update on activities

e award of designated bathing status for Canvey Island following a campaign initiated by SAS, a
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coalition of swimmers, beach users, and community members supported by Castle Point
councillors. Next step is a Blue Flag

e A local paddle out protest, which gained great local support and attracted mainstream media
outlets (BBC, ITV and local news outlets). However, the BBC teams desire to get more local
content resulted in the team coming across a CSO which was discharging sewage into the sea,
then onto the beach as tide flowed out. Anglian Water website did not show as a discharge and
therefore being passed onward to Anglian Water for comment.

Update on Port of London Authority Environment Team Clean Centre Plan launch
from by Emily McLean

e The Clean Thames plan was launched in 2024 and significant progress made, with 77% of the 71
actions in the plan either completed or in progress. 114 tons of embedded wet wipes have been
removed from the Thames.

e The Thames Environment Fund has been supported by the PLA with 26 projects receiving over
£180,000 for improvements along the whole stretch of the Thames. Essex Wildlife Trust was
supported to carry out restoration to the Gunners Park Lake to provide resilience to species,
particularly in heat waves.

e The Environment Fund has been increased from £50,000 pa to £175,000 pa. Further information
for groups looking to participate should seek out the Port of London Website.

Following the Meeting, Andrew Gibbons from Southend Council advised that the
following work will be undertaken.

Marine Parade Scheme:

e Works are split into phases, as follows:

o Phase 1, area opposite Hartington Road, on the south side of Marine Parade, to
include improved surface water alleviation measures, and public realm
enhancements — Including the review of HYM measures in the wider area (Gas
works to the Pier)

o Phase 2 is the area further west of Phase 1, on the south side of Marine Parade and
towards the Pier, improved surface water alleviation measures, and public realm
enhancements.

o Phase 3, which is the north side of Marine Parade, is likely to be linked to the
A-WINEP proposals.

e Work expected to start on Phase 1, January 2027, with off-peak seasonal working. Funding
for this is secured via various sources (c.£2m)
e The scheme is linked to the Seaway Car Park scheme, as below.

Seaway Car Park

e The car park is to be re-designed and resurfaced, with an increased number of parking bays

e Current proposals are for an entry/exit from Queensway roundabout, with the Lucy Road
Entrance closed.

e There will be a large tank installed where the now demolished toilet block was, to alleviate
potential surface water issues in the lower lying areas of the site

e Anglian Water as part of Southend 2, are also looking to install a large tank in the car park.
There is an added complication with potentially two contractors working on one site, so detalil
is still to be agreed.
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e Works expected to start September 2026, but is subject to further funding.

Hartington Road Outfall

e Although Southend-on-Sea City Council does not accept ownership of, or responsibility for,
the outfall structure, the Council considers it appropriate to take pragmatic, risk-based action
to mitigate any potential public safety or environmental issues, therefore the Council will be
removing the outer structure in the coming few weeks and prior to high season.

7. Community Concerns and Resident
Questions

Residents and community representatives raised concerns regarding:

Public confidence in water quality reporting

Safety for swimmers and families

Reliability of monitoring systems

Delays between sampling and publication of results
Future housing growth and infrastructure strain
Public understanding of environmental terminology

Kim Hall emphasised the importance of providing residents with:

e Clear explanations
e Practical implications
e Transparent understanding of risks and improvements

Discussion also covered:

e The distinction between ecological standards and human health standards
e The limitations of current monitoring systems
e The need for simpler public-facing communication

KEY THEMES

Significant national water reform legislation is progressing.

Water quality data inconsistency remains a major concern.

Residents continue to seek clearer public-facing explanations.

Year-round swimming creates pressure for reform of bathing water monitoring.
Shellfish water obligations introduce additional complexity and scrutiny.

Anglian Water investment planning remains tied to statutory regulatory processes.
Multi-agency coordination on pollution reporting is still required.

Community-led scrutiny continues to influence regional and national discussions.
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FORMAL ACTION LOG

Ref

A1

A2

A3

A4

A5

A6

A7

Action Owner

Waterwatch UK/
Anglian Water

Waterwatch UK / MP
Office / Anglian Water

MP Office

Review February summit recording and clarify
wording relating to 2030 ecological targets

Establish working group regarding data
inconsistencies between monitoring platforms

Clarify future arrangements for Water
Restoration Fund allocation processes

Provide further explanation regarding shellfish
water standards and ecological obligations in
simpler public-facing language

Anglian Water

Seek Environment Agency clarification regarding  Environment Agency
bathing water season reform consultation

Continue investigation into discrepancies between Anglian Water / MP
EDM activations and published spill reporting Office

Share presentation slides and supporting technical Waterwatch UK/
information from the summit Anglian Water

REGULATORY & STATUTORY
COMPLIANCE TRACKER

Ref

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

R6

R7

R8

Commitment / Position Stated Organisation

Regulatory Context

Two spills maximum during bathing
water season

Anglian Water

Ten spills maximum annually for
relevant assets

Continued weekly monitoring of
pollution data

Anglian Water

MP Office

Water Restoration Fund active through UK
2028 Government

Clean Water Bill progressing through UK
Parliament Government

Year-round EDM monitoring
continues

Anglian Water

Bathing water reform consultation DEFRA/EA

ongoing

Some shellfish targets unlikely
achievable solely through water
industry investment

Anglian Water

Storm Overflow
Reduction Plan

National legislation

Transparency
oversight

DEFRA programme

Primary legislation

Regulatory
requirement

National consultation

WINEP assessment

process

Deadline Status
Next Open
Summit
Next Open
Summit
Next Open
Summit
Next Open
Summit
Next Open
Summit
Ongoing Open
Within 14 Open
days

Verification

Required
EA / Ofwat
review

EA confirmation

Ongoing
publication

Funding review

Parliamentary
process

Public reporting

Consultation
outcome

EA review
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8. Publication Disclaimer

These minutes are intended as a summary record of discussions and presentations delivered at the
Waterwatch Southend Community Water Quality Summit held on 22 May 2026. They are not intended to
be a verbatim transcript. Statements relating to technical, regulatory or legal matters reflect comments
made during the meeting and should not be relied upon as formal regulatory guidance. References to
positions or commitments reflect information presented by attendees and have not necessarily been
independently verified by Waterwatch UK.

9. Slides shared

Anglian Water


https://waterwatchuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Southend-Summit-May-2026.pptx
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